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Satisfactory Academic Progress Requirements for Professional Certificates,
Master’s and Doctoral Programs

The fundamental mission of Inter American University of Puerto Rico is to develop the talent of its students. The University is

committed to making all reasonable efforts to enable students to complete the program of study in which they are enrolled and,

thereby, obtain the corresponding academic degree. Cognizant of this responsibility, the University has incorporated the practice

of periodically evaluating students' academic progress throughout their years of study. This allows the University to take the

necessary measures to achieve greater student retention and enable students to reach their educational goals.

Requirements to Achieve Satisfactory Academic Progress

The requirements to make satisfactory academic progress are divided into two components: qualitative and quantitative.

A. Qualitative Component

The general grade point average (GPA) that post-baccalaureate professional certificate and master’s degree students must

maintain is:

at least a 2.50 general GPA in the first year of study, and

at least a 3.00 general GPA in the ensuing years until they complete their program of study.

Students who are pursuing a post-master’s professional certificate or a doctoral degree must maintain at least a 3.00 general

GPA while pursuing their program of study.

B. Quantitative Component

1. Pace of Completion Requirements: Ratio between Earned Credits and Attempted Credits

Students pursuing a post-baccalaureate professional certificate or a master’s degree must successfully complete at least 50% of

the credits attempted in their first year of studies and 66.67% in the remaining years.

Students who are in a post-master’s professional certificate or a doctoral program must successfully complete 66.67% of the

credits attempted in each of their years of studies.

Compliance with the pace of progression ensures that students will complete the degree requirements within the maximum time

frame.

2. Maximum Time Frame Requirements
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Students pursuing a post-baccalaureate professional certificate will have a maximum time of two natural years to complete the

program.

Students pursuing a master’s degree will have a maximum of seven natural years to complete the degree requirements,

counting from the date on which they begin their first graduate course. In the case of readmission, the current Expiration Norm

for Master’s Level and Professional Certificate Courses in the Graduate Catalog, will apply.

Students pursuing a post-master’s professional certificate will have a maximum of two natural years to complete the program.

Students pursuing a doctoral degree will have a maximum of eight natural years to complete the requirements of the program,

counting from the date on which they begin their first doctoral course. In the case of readmission, the current Expiration Norm

for Doctoral Program Courses in the Graduate Catalog, will apply.

Post-baccalaureate and graduate students accumulate time of study for transferred credits. The time accumulates at the rate of

one year of studies for each sixteen (16) transferred credits. If a student does not complete his program of study within the

established maximum time frame, he may submit an appeal, along with an academic plan, to the dean of academic affairs, who

in turn will refer the petition to the Appeals Committee, whose members will determine whether the student will be allowed to

continue his studies and whether he will be eligible for financial aid.

First Academic Probation and Financial Aid Suspension

Students who do not meet the qualitative or quantitative components will not make satisfactory academic progress and will,

therefore, lose their eligibility to receive financial aid.

Students will be placed on a first academic probation for one academic year, during which time they will be able to enroll, but are

not eligible for financial aid. However, they may submit an appeal for reinstatement of their eligibility to receive financial aid. If

the appeal is approved, they will also be placed on financial aid probation.

The academic load of students on academic probation and financial aid probation will be limited to nine credits per semester, six

per trimester or three per quarter. The dean of academic affairs will evaluate any exceptions to this provision, taking into

consideration the merits of each case.

Appeal Process to Reinstate Financial Aid Eligibility

Students who wish to appeal a financial aid suspension must submit an appeal to the dean of academic affairs, or the person he

designates, after receiving the notification of financial aid suspension for failing to make satisfactory academic progress.

Students must submit an appeal as soon as they receive the notification of the financial aid suspension. Financial aid will only be

authorized once the appeal has been approved. For this reason it is recommended that students submit the appeal before or at

the beginning of the academic term in which they expect to enroll.
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Students must base their appeal on the causes or circumstances beyond their control that did not allow them to make

satisfactory academic progress, and they must explain what has changed at that point in time that will allow them to maintain

academic progress moving forward. Acceptable causes or circumstances upon which to base the appeal include:

suffering a documented medical condition

death of an immediate family member

military deployment

other major circumstances beyond the student’s control

The appeal must be accompanied by an academic plan, developed between the student and an academic advisor. It must

describe how the student plans to make satisfactory academic progress within a specific time frame, usually an academic year or

less, although in exceptional cases it may be for a longer period of time. A student’s academic plan must give priority to:

repeating and successfully completing courses he has failed (F), abandoned (UW), or not received the grade required by his

program of study, 

successfully completing no less than 66.67% of attempted credits,

obtaining a grade point average that will allow him to reach the required graduation GPA of 3.00, or the graduation GPA required

by his program of study.

The dean of academic affairs will refer the student’s petition to the Appeals Committee which will review all students’ appeals.

When evaluating a student’s appeal and academic plan, the Appeals Committee will evaluate whether it is viable for the student

to make the required academic progress within the time frame specified in the academic plan.

If the Committee concludes that a student will be able to make satisfactory academic progress, it will approve the appeal and

grant him financial aid probation for as long as he complies with the Academic plan.

Evaluation of Students on Academic Probation and Financial Aid Probation

A student on first academic probation and financial aid probation will be evaluated at the end of each term in which he enrolls

and at the end of the academic year. If at the end of any of the terms under the first academic probation and financial aid

probation, the student makes satisfactory academic progress, he will be considered in compliance with the satisfactory academic

progress policy and financial aid will be reinstated. With regard to the academic probation and the academic plan, both will be

considered finalized and in compliance with the process.

If a student does not make satisfactory academic progress by the endpoint established in the academic plan for the first

academic probation and financial aid probation, he will be academically suspended for the first time and his financial aid will be

suspended. The first academic suspension will be for a period of six months. The dean of academic affairs will notify the student

of this decision by letter or e-mail, a copy of which will be included in his academic file.
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A student may appeal the first academic suspension, as well as the financial aid suspension. He must submit an appeal and an

academic plan to the dean of academic affairs, who will, in turn, refer the student’s petition to the Appeals Committee. The

appeal must be based on a different cause. It cannot be based on the same cause as the first appeal.

If the Committee considers that it is viable for the student to make satisfactory academic progress by the time frame specified in

the academic plan, it will approve the appeal and grant him a second academic probation. The Committee will also decide

whether to grant him a financial aid probation.

A student who does not appeal the academic suspension may resume studying at the University at the end of the six month

academic suspension, at which time he may be placed on a second academic probation for one academic year. The student may

appeal the financial aid suspension to petition for the reinstatement of his financial aid eligibility.

A student on a second academic probation and financial aid probation will be evaluated at the end of all terms in which he

enrolls and at the end of the academic year. If at the end of one of the terms under the second academic probation and financial

aid probation, the student makes satisfactory academic progress, he will be considered in compliance with this policy, and will,

therefore, regain eligibility to receive financial aid. With regard to the academic probation and the academic plan, both will be

considered finalized and in compliance with the process.

If, at the conclusion of all the academic terms of the second academic probation and financial aid probation, a student does not

manage to make satisfactory academic progress, he will be suspended academically for the second time and his financial aid will

be suspended. The dean of academic affairs will notify the student of this determination by letter or e-mail, a copy of which will

be included in the student’s academic file. The second academic suspension will be for a period of one year and the student may

not appeal this determination.

After this period, the student may apply for admission to a different academic program. He will be admitted under a third

academic probation for a period of one year and may appeal the financial aid suspension. If the student does not make

satisfactory academic progress under the third academic probation, he will be suspended for a third time and may not appeal

this decision.

General dispositions

Students enrolled in a program of study that has higher academic requirements than those established in this document must
meet the program’s requirements in order to remain in the program. 

The University will annually review students’ satisfactory academic progress at the end of the academic terms that constitute the
financial aid award year, which includes the period beginning July 1 and ending June 30 of the following year. The review will
include all the academic terms in which the student was enrolled.

The academic progress of students on academic probation and on financial aid probation will be reviewed at the end of each
academic term.

The maximum time frame will be reviewed at the end of every academic term. All credits attempted at the Institution and all
transfer credits will be included.
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Students who do not complete their program of study within the maximum time frame as established in the applicable federal
regulations and, therefore, do not make satisfactory academic progress, will not be able to continue studying with financial aid.
When students exceed the maximum time frame described in this document, they must submit an appeal and academic plan to
the dean of academic affairs, or the person he designates, who in turn will refer it to the Appeals Committee for review to decide
whether the student may continue studying.

Students must declare the specialization or program of study of their choice and may change it after consulting with an academic
advisor. When a student changes his program of study, attempted credits from the previous program of study will not be
considered when calculating his program grade point average and pace of completion required to make satisfactory academic
progress, except for the credits that are part of the requirements of the new program of study.

The courses of a program of study may be paid for with financial aid as long as the student remains in his original program or
after making a duly authorized and registered change of program.

All students may opt for a minor specialization that is within their graduate program. For a minor specialization that is not within
their graduate program of study, students must meet the requirements established in the current Graduate Catalog.

If students opt for a minor specialization, the courses may be paid with financial aid, as specified in the applicable regulations.
These courses may be paid with financial aid until the student completes the mayor program’s requirements or completes the
maximum time frame, whichever occurs first. 

All repeated courses are considered attempted credits for the purpose of determining the maximum time frame measured in
credit hours and pace of completion. In the case of repeated courses, only the highest grade will be included when calculating
students’ grade point average.

The Institution accepts transfer credits from other institutions of higher education, up to a maximum of 33% of the graduate
program of study, and will only consider courses which are equivalent to courses in the program of study in which the student
received grades of A or B. Only courses completed within the past 10 years will be considered for transfer. All transfer credits will
be taken into account when calculating the maximum period of eligibility. Students accumulate study time for transfer credits at
the rate of one year of study per 16 transfer credits.

Transfer credits (T) are considered part of students’ academic record for establishing the percentage of earned credits of the
program of study’s requirements and for determining the maximum time frame for receiving financial aid. Only transfer credits
applicable to the program of study, including elective credits, will be validated. If the student has already earned the elective
courses required by his program, no additional credits will be validated. 

The evaluation to determine students’ academic progress will not consider the courses in which the student has received
notations of I (incomplete), DP (dissertation in progress), TP (thesis in progress), and PP (project in progress), until the notations
have been removed. 

The University will notify students, by letter or email, of their academic status and how it affects their eligibility to receive financial
aid. 

After graduation, the academic transcript will not reflect a student’s probationary and suspension periods. 

Students may not be granted financial aid probation for the same circumstances on more than one occasion.
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